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Students angered by updated protest policy draft

BY ELSA RUSSELL
News Editor

The College has been in
the midst of crafting a protest policy regarding Colby
community members’ right
to protest for at least two
years. The Colby Echo has
obtained a draft of such a
policy dated Oct. 22, 2021
titled “Policy on Protests,
Rallies, and Similar Events.”
Students who have read the
draft have been highly critical of what they perceive to
be the limitations of protest
rights and are urging the administration to reconsider
the language.
While there is no current
protest policy in place at
Colby, there have been numerous meetings between
administrative and student
committees to discuss the
creation of such a policy. A
student who has attended
some of these meetings explained that the administration feels that the absence
of such a policy undermines
students’ right to protest.
The language in this particular draft, however, has
angered several students.
Many feel that it hypocritically limits students’ rights
to free speech and may, in
some ways, be a response
to the student protests at
the football game on Oct. 2,
2021.
While the draft explicitly “[affirms] the liberating
power of protest” as “an essential tool in the hands of
those seeking to dismantle
injustices and transform institutions,” it also establishes
limits on what it terms to be
“significant disruptions,” in
addition to activities that either constitute harassment
and intimidation or that impede the expression rights of
others.
After speaking with administration, one student
acknowledged that although

the language in the draft was
ambiguous and somewhat
contradictory, “the perspective I was given from administration definitely made it
seem that [the protest restrictions weren’t] as clearcut as I think it reads to be.”
The draft begins by affirming that “Colby College
has embraced a deep and
abiding commitment to the
freedom to express ideas,
views and opinions, as well
as the freedom to inquire …
This includes the right to disagree through protest.”
It then clarifies that “the
right to protest does not
include: Activity that constitutes harassment or intimidation, causes injury, or
shuts down the expression
rights of others; or Activity
that violates the law; or Activity that substantially disrupts
the educational, community
or residential experience
of students, staff, or faculty,
including teaching, study,
and research, and the work
to ensure a rich living and
learning environment at the
College.”
Such restrictions are similar to those outlined in the
protest policies at other comparable colleges and universities. Bowdoin’s On-Campus
Noise Policy, for example,
states that “students may not
engage in organized demonstrations (for example, rallies or speak-outs) in which
the noise level disrupts the
educational processes of
the College.” Bate’s protest
policy states that “the public expression of views and
opinions may not prevent,
unduly obstruct, or interfere
with the normal operations
of the college.”
Examples of substantially
disruptful activities outlined
in the draft include “shutting down a class or lecture,”
“persistent activity, following
direction, guidance or warnings, which shuts down or

substantially delays a Colby
community activity,” and
“loud activity which continuously disrupts designated
quiet hours.”
Violations of the outlined
protest requirements will
be evaluated on “a tiered
system of actions and consequences,” according to the
draft. These repercussions
could include, but are not
limited to, disciplinary warnings or community service
for minor infractions, loss of
social, housing, or extracurricular eligibility for more severe infractions, along with
loss of opportunity for leadership positions and campus
employment, and suspension or expulsion for serious
infractions that cause “significant risk of, or actual
harm or injury to members
of the Colby community or
which substantially disrupts
or causes the ongoing suspension of essential operations, work or learning.”
Students are particularly
angered by the ban on “disruptful” forms of protest.
Many feel that protests are,
by definition, a form of disruption — and this is why
they work.
“Changing things is going to require some form of
protest or some form of uprising,” Dominic Pelosi ’23
said. “And Colby is actively
punishing and suppressing
those voices instead of uplifting them. You don’t have
to reward them, but at the
very least, listen to them
and work with them when
you draft future freedom of
speech policy.”
A second anonymous student agreed that “the school
already left very little room
for protest, and these new
rules effectively take away
rights to assembly for students and leave all power in
the hands of the administration and the board. Rather
than address the issues that
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the protest sought to draw
attention to, the College has
responded by silencing dissent.”
“It’s getting rid of free
speech,” added a third anonymous student.
Students also feel that the
outlined system of punishment grants only a select few
the opportunity to contribute to implementing change
in the Colby community.
“It gives so much power to
the people in charge — the
institution,” Pelosi said. “I’m
not calling Colby a totalitarian state or anything, but
when you define the rules
and you define the consequences to those rules, and
you make them very subjective and up to you, it leaves a
lot more in the hands of not
only the institution, but also
privileged Colby students.”
“As a white person, when
I have attended a protest,
I’ve definitely felt like the
stakes were off because I
didn’t have funding that Colby could pull or anything
like that,” Pelosi continued.
“So it really comes down
to a matter of who’s able to
protest, who can act, who’s

actually perceptible to these
punishments, and who’s left
hung out to dry? And is that
really the precedent that
Colby wants to be setting?”
Pelosi recalled revolutionary artist Dread Scott’s
talk, The Art of Liberation,
at the Colby Museum’s Lunder Institute for American
Art on Oct. 12, 2021. Scott
has been named a 20212022 Colby Senior Fellow.
In 1989, Scott’s exhibit What
Is the Proper Way to Display
a U.S. Flag prompted a law
that made desecration of
the flag illegal in the United
States. Later that year, Scott
was arrested for burning
the American flag on the
steps of the United States
Capitol in protest of the law.
The Supreme Court ruled
in Scott’s favor in United
States v. Eichman.
“They brought Dread
Scott because they celebrate this sort of artist,” Pelosi said. “He was very involved in free speech. And
Colby had the opportunity
to have him here, and yet
we’re actively suppressing
freedom of speech on campus. There’s really this clear

disconnect between what
Colby practices and what
Colby preaches.”
“I don’t have any contempt for the actual people
who are instituting these
policies, because I recognize that they are just a person in a role in a giant bureaucracy, and the way that
those work is that you’re
supposed to just be doing
your job and forget about
the consequences of it,” he
added. “But I guess part of
the accountability is that
I’m really asking them to
think about their actions in
a different way. Not just the
people who you’re responsible for, but also the students, because you’re also
responsible to us.”
The Colby Echo reached
out to various College administrators for comment
but recieved no response.
Additionally, The Colby
Echo has received word that
there may be an updated
version of the draft as of
April 19, 2022 but has not
acquired a copy. The full
text of the most recent Oct.
22, 2021 draft is available for
reading at colbyecho.news

Let’s talk about rape culture
BY MAHEEN SHAIKH
Columnist

After much deliberation, I have decided
to bring this poem out. In my pieces, I usually have the poetry positioned first and
the commentary second, but this time, my
work requires a bit of foreword. The subject matter beyond this point pertains to
sexual assault.
In this poem, I ventriloquize the story
of someone I know, and I want it to make
your blood boil. I want you to read this
piece and writhe with the anger I write
with. I want you to be upset, I want you to
be angry, I want you to be hurt, and I don’t
want you to look away.
Oppression, pain, and trauma are the
children of irreverence and indifference,
each rooted in the womb of “oh, it doesn’t
concern me, so I don’t wanna talk about
it.” But change, awareness, and empathy
demand dialogue. To be silent in cases of
injustice or violence is to be complicit.
This is not to say that one should decide a
course of action on behalf of a victim – no,
the point of this statement is to say that if
a survivor comes forth, you are obligated
to believe them and help them in whatever
capacity you are able. Furthermore, if you
see incidences of or even mere hints of
rape culture, it is your responsibility as a
human being to shut it down.
I urge you to read on if you are able. Sexual assault is a heavy topic, but that is why
it must be addressed.

Impact of Ukraine
War on East Asia,
Africa
p. 3

Consent
She is young
And in love
She is ripe
With life
She is untouched
And though tempted by lust
She is just
Not quite ready
To take the plunge.
He is watching
He is wanting
To taste the bounty
That is her body
But he knows she is not ready
To share it yet;
But, he persists
I’ve waited long enough
For this
And I will have
My taste
Of her body’s chaste
Fruit.
So he begins to choose
For her, as if
She has nothing to lose:
Filling her cup
With a little too much
Making her munch
On too large of a blunt
Getting her just
A little too drunk
Spiking her drink

New Pugh Center
Administrators
p. 4

Just enough so she can’t think, can’t see–
As he undoes her belt, slips off her jeans
Tosses them to the floor, along with his
own
And dives into her panties.
She cannot bring herself to move
With her mind and muscles bogged
down in booze
But her slackened face needs no translation
And her voice reeks with the stench of
hesitation
As a plea of “no” slips through her lips
Which he pretends not to hear, as he
slips himself in
And in
And deeper in
Her contorted features don’t convince
him to abstain
Or refrain
Or exit
As he takes his full
And disregards her expression–
“No” she tries to say; but her voice goes
away
“No” she tries to scream
As her body throbs and bleeds
“No” she tries to whisper
Hoping he can hear her
But it makes no difference
As he continues to touch
And continues to rove
The body she was not ready
To let him explore–

Review of
“Choose or Die”
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This is not sex. This is not sex.
Is what she says to herself, again and
again
Even as he lets himself out
And she feels hollowed out
She murmurs the words she lacks the
energy to say aloud—
This is not sex. This is not sex.
He walks out like nothing is wrong, but
she stays plastered to the bed
Shaking as she pulls close her legs
This is not sex This is not sex–
I did not
Give him consent.
Consent is not
Drugging and abetting
Consent is not
Cornering and breaking
Consent is not
Being manipulated
Consent is not
Feeling violated
Consent is something that is voluntarily
GIVEN
And it has no right
By ANYONE
To be forcibly taken
Call it what you will and say
what you may
But any sex without consent
Is oppressive painful scarring–
It is RAPE.
–let’s not lie to ourselves and claim she
was “asking for it,” okay?

Devestator of the
Week: William
Bedingfield
p. 8
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Pride Week returns to Colby campus after year-long hiatus due to COVID-19
BY MAURA THOMPSON
News Reporter

Pride Week returned
to Colby on April 9-16,
2022 after a year-long
hiatus.
Kevin Craig ’24 helped
organize many of the
events. “After the Steering Committee graduated in 2021, the Bridge
went through a period
of stasis until this Pride
Week,” he explained.
“As a CA, my ARD was
part of the Bridge and
encouraged me to use
my event planning experience as a CA to put
together a Pride Week,
so the Bridge didn’t officially go under this

year.”
With the added support of the administration and various student groups, the Bridge
was able to host a wide
variety of activities and
events for the community this past week.
“The support I’ve
received
administratively has really been
amazing,” said Craig.
“Nathan
[Baird]
in
Campus Life has been
such a help with the
Drag Shows and in logistically
supporting
the events this week…
Kate Smanik and Dining have also really
helped with some of
the programs I have

planned… Most of the
students I’ve interacted with are also really
thankful and supportive.”
Pride Week events
included a drag show,
movie screening, queer
community
building circle, and queer
lunch.
Kimanie Brown ’24
helped organize the
Drag Show. “At first, it
was hard to determine
if the Bridge still existed considering that the
group was inactive, but
with the help of SPB,
SGA, and the new Bridge
club, I didn’t find many
setbacks with creating
the events like the Drag

Show, for example,” she
said.
Craig also reflected
on his experience with
the Bridge and the importance of continuing
the Pride Week tradition here at Colby.
“I think that there’s
a general lack of community because there
aren’t really great social spaces or events
for LGBTQ+ students to
connect in, and there’s
only so much that the
Bridge can do with its
current
resources,”
he said. “I remember
going into the Bridge
room in Fall 2020 which
was my first semester,
and crying because

AIDAN SUN
Mallory Wilcoxx addresses the audience in a stand-up set to raise awareness for the newly-resurrected Bridge.

I had never encountered a visible space
for people like me. I
can’t imagine how difficult navigating Colby
was for first-years this
year who didn’t get to
experience that visibility the Bridge had last
year, and so this week
is really trying to make
up for lost time.”
“The fragility of the
Bridge with leadership
graduating and the isolation that is rampant
among the queer community really exemplifies why Pride is so
important here,” Craig
continued.
Pride is an important
opportunity for queer
students at Colby to feel
safe, heard, and supported.
“Pride week… helps
us take a break from
what is normal at Colby, and it allows us to
foster change for people that may feel invisible on campus,”
explained Brown. “The
goal of pride week is to
cultivate queer spaces
for people to be themselves, and embrace
others who may have
had similar experiences like them. It’s a celebration of people, love,
color, and everything
gay.”
“ Pride week is important because it allows for Colby students
to showcase and cherish a really important
part of their identities,
as well as support their

peers in the LGBTQ+
community,” said Brunda Katikreddy ’24.
“I think members of
the lgbtq+ community
are often overlooked
on campus and pride
week can help to create
awareness and foster
conversations,” agreed
Bridget Grant ’24.
In future years, Craig
hopes the College can
continue to expand
Pride Week.
“I know COVID is still
limiting, but I think because the community is
so small here at Colby,
that being able to interact with LGBTQ+ peers
at Bates, Bowdoin, and
U Maine would address
some of the isolation
that is really rampant,”
he explained.
“I would love to see a
newly elected Steering
Committee with creative, new ideas plan
together to start strongly next year with more
events than just Pride
Week,” Craig added.
“On the interpersonal
level, queer students
should be recognized
for the difficulty that
is navigating Colby by
allies, and queer students should really
support one another
more. We’re an incredibly diverse community
with countless different backgrounds, but
we do share an identity
in queerness, so being
there for each other
would go such a long
way.”

History department holds conversation about the war in Ukraine
BY VERONICA MCINTYRE
News Reporter

The war in Ukraine is
the biggest war in Europe since World War II.
It has been extensively
covered by the media in
recent months and the
amount of information
and graphic images can
feel overwhelming and
distressing. Many students are eager to hear
what their professors,
especially those who
specialize in European history, have to say
about the war.
In light of this, the
history
department
held a discussion between Professor Raffael
Scheck and Professor
Rob Weisbrot. The discussion centered around
the Cold War history of
Ukraine and Russia. The
event was called ‘Historians Reading the News:
Ukraine and Russia’ and
took place in the Brewster Reading Room in
Miller Library on April
15 from 12:30 to 1 p.m.
Students were encouraged to come to the discussion to listen, learn,
and
ask
questions.
Those who attended in
person were provided
with a Portland Pie pizza
lunch, coffee, and donuts. The event was also
live streamed on Zoom.
At the discussion,
each professor shared
their opinion on the extent to which the Cold

War can be compared to
the War in Ukraine and
their views on Russia’s
geopolitical strategy.
“The
conversation
dealt with the connections between the Cold
War and the current
crisis triggered by the
latest and most violent
Russian invasion of
Ukraine,” Scheck said.
“My idea was that the
international dynamics
increasingly resemble
the tensions of the Cold
War.”
Weisbrot proposed the
idea that there is a line
of similarity between the
Cold War and the war in
Ukraine. He argued that
the Cold War has never
truly ended, and that it
established a pattern of
thinking in which the
West took a more moralistic perspective and the
Russians took a stance
that heavily valued their
national security. He
then offered insights
into Russia’s geopolitical strategies and spoke
about how Russia might
view the conflict from
their perspective.
“Weisbrot
argued…
that Russia sees Ukraine
legitimately within its
security
hemisphere
and has considered NATO’s continued existence and expansion as
a threat and provocation,” recalled Scheck.
“He pointed out that the
United States has continuously ignored strong

Security
Incident
Report
Log

Date:
4/4/2022
4/6/2022
4/6/2022
4/6/2022
4/8/2022
4/8/2022
4/9/2022
4/9/2022
4/10/2022

messages from Russia
about respecting its
hemispheric and security interests.”
Weisbrot made it very
clear that he does not
support or condone in
any way the actions of
the Russian government, but that he thinks
that it is important for
us to attempt to understand the way the Russian government views
this conflict in order for
a solution to be reached.
Scheck pushed back
against and complicated
some of Weisbrot’s arguments. He offered many
interesting points of his

own about the situation
and the ways the conflict
can and cannot be compared to other historical
events.
“My position was that
NATO has no interest
whatsoever in threatening Russia and that
NATO’s
continuation
and growth is largely a
reaction to continuous
Russian threats against
neighboring countries,
as evidenced by Finland’s
and Sweden’s recent requests to join NATO,”
Scheck explained. “I
pointed out that all of
the new members have
asked themselves to join

NATO, and that it is not
an aggressive NATO expansion campaign that
has brought them in.”
“We also had some
discussions about the
legitimacy of a separate
Ukrainian national identity, which I defended,”
he added.
Government
major
Will Hall-Tipping ’24
attended the conversation and found it very
thought-provoking.
“I thought that the discussion was very informative, and I definitely
plan on attending similar events in the future,”
Hall-Tipping said. “I

think it’s very interesting to hear my professors’ thoughts on current
events.”
“I think the conversation was inspiring,”
Scheck agreed. “We disagreed on some points,
and we debated them
openly and amicably.”
Any member of the
community who wants to
learn more about the war
in Ukraine or any other
event in the news from
historians should consider coming to the history departments weekly
Historians Reading the
News events on Fridays
from 12:30 to 1 p.m.

VERONICA MCINTYRE
The Colby History Department holds weekly Friday lunchtime events titled “Historians reading the news,” where they discuss current events.

Time:
1:25 P.M.
12:03 A.M.
4:58 P.M.
11:40 P.M.
11:41 A.M.
12:01 P.M.
1:23 A.M.
11:25 A.M.
2:11 A.M.

Location:
AVERILL
AVERILL
ATHLETIC FIELDS
DANA
SCHUPF
SCHUPF
ALFOND COMMONS
OFF CAMPUS
ALFOND APARTMENTS

Comments:
ALCOHOL VIOLATION (3)
NOISE COMPLAINT
TRESPASSING
NOISE COMPLAINT
ALCOHOL VIOLATION
ALCOHOL VIOLATION (2)
NOISE COMPLAINT
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/VANDALISM
THEFT
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Students celebrate during the College’s Pride Week
BY MAIREAD LEVITT

Local News Reporter

Miller Library looks
a little different this
week. The usually
plain columns are
now decorated, each
adorning a different
colored fabric. It resembles a large rainbow, or in this case, a
large pride flag. The
new decorations were
the second event that
The Bridge put on to
celebrate Pride Week
here at the College.
Pride Week is a celebration of LGBTQ+
self-love, self-acceptance, history, legal
rights, and — most of

Pride Week is
a celebration
of LGBTQ+
self-love, selfacceptance,
history, legal
rights, and —
most of all —
pride in being
who they are.

all — pride in being
who they are.
While it started in
the United States,
it has grown so that
there are events internationally that bring
communities together across the globe.
The most notable part
of Pride Week is Pride
Parades, which take
place in cities across
the world and see millions of attendees.
Pride celebrations
typically take place inJune to commemorate
the Stonewall Riots of
1969, which was a pivotal time in the fight
for LGBTQ+ rights.
The celebrations can
sometimes serve as
demonstrations to get
legal rights, such as
same-sex
marriage,
but more often than
not, they serve as a

MADY HAND
Colby students decorated Miller Library in celebration of the College’s Pride Week.

community
coming
together to celebrate
who they are.
While the College’s
Pride Week took place
earlier than the global
one, as it had to take
place while students
were still on campus,
it did not lack any of
the energy or festivities that the celebrations in June have.
To start off, the College hosted a drag
show that featured
several professional
Drag Queens as well
as several student
performances.
This
event was followed by
a week of activities,
including the aforementioned
decorating of Miller Steps,
succulent plotting, a
screening of “Call Me
By Your Name,” and
ended with a Queerty,
or the queer dance
party.
These events were
put on by The Bridge,
Colby’s club for LGBTQ+ students and allies.
The Colby Echo spoke
with Kevin Craig ’24,

who organized Pride
Week and credited his
experience as a Community Advisor for
how he was able to
put it all together.
“After the Steering
Committee graduated
in 2021, the Bridge
went through a period of stasis until this
Pride Week. As a CA,
my ARD [Area Resident Director] was
part of the Bridge and
encouraged me to use
my event planning experience as a CA to
put together a Pride
Week, so the Bridge
didn’t officially go under this year. I already
plan the now semesterly drag shows as
dorm events, so I just
built the rest of the
week off the Spring
Show,” Craig said.
He also discussed
why Pride is so important to celebrate at
Colby.
“The fragility of the
Bridge with leadership graduating and
the isolation that is
rampant among the
queer community re-

ally exemplifies why
Pride is so important
here. Colby is such
a
heteronormative

“The fragility
of the Bridge
with leadership graduating and the
isolation that
is rampant
among the
queen community really exemplifies why
Pride is so important here.
space, and what queer
community there is
can be unfriendly,
competitive, or awkward, which is why it’s
so important to come
together- especially
when there’s been so
much homophobia on

campus this year. I
can’t imagine how difficult navigating Colby was for first-years
this year who didn’t
get to experience that
visibility the Bridge
had last year, and so
this week is really me
trying to make up for
lost time,” Craig said.
While there has
been good turnout for
most of the event, and
much support from
people on campus,
Pride Week has not
been welcomed with
entirely open arms.
“Most of the students I’ve interacted
with are also really
thankful and supportive of what I’ve done,
but I have received
pushback from Yik
Yak and upper-class
students,” Craig said.
Despite push back,
Craig hopes that his
actions to both make
The Bridge more visible this year and make
Pride Week happen
will be just the beginning of a more active
LGBTQ+ community
on campus, where

students feel seen and
know that they have a
community.
“I also wanted to focus on mostly social
programs with high
visibility to plant the
seedlings for next
year and try to get
buy-in, since even
that wasn’t a guarantee and I didn’t
want my efforts for
naught,” he said.
Pride Week might
be over this year, but
that does not mean
that The Bridge will
be inactive moving
forward. The club is
part of the Pugh Center all year and is
there for any students
who are looking for a
community.
Make sure to look
out for more Bridge
events and get excited
for Pride Week next
year, which is sure
to be bigger and better. After all the work
Craig put into Pride
Week this year, The
Bridge is just getting
started and is planning to be more visible in future years.

East Asia, Africa watching Ukraine-Russia war closely
BY CONALL BUTCHART
Co-Editor-in-Chief

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine is about
to enter its third month,
its impacts in Ukraine,
Europe, and beyond have
been closely scrutinized.
While much attention
has rightfully been paid
to the human suffering
central to the conflict,
particularly in Europe,
the repercussions of the
Russia-Ukraine war have
been felt, and will be felt,
across the globe.
Countries in East Asia
have been watching the
conflict evolve closely,
according to Professor
of Government Deidre
Martin, noting with interest both the role of the
US in aiding its allies and
the potential precedents
concerning
territorial
acquisition being set by
Russia.
“Japan,” Martin said,
“is extremely interested.
There’s been an ongoing
concern since the end of
the Cold War, but also in
the last ten years, about
American commitment
to its allies. The question
on the mind of Japanese
leaders is: how likely is
the United States to come
to the aid of one of its allies if a conflict were to
break out?”
The Japanese constitution, written in the aftermath of World War II,
forbids Japan from using
military forces to conduct
foreign policy, and the
country does not technically have a military,
instead utilizing a “SelfDefense Force.” Martin
observed that while Japan has the ninth-largest
military budget in the
world, they are forbidden by their constitution
to project force abroad,
representing an artificial
restraint on Japanese
military capabilities.
“[Japan’s] been able
to do that, in large part
because of the US-Japan
alliance,” Martin said. “I
think similar concerns
are probably in place in
South Korea, as well, as
[while] they have a strong

alliance with the United
States, they also face existential military threats.”
“The Asian countries
are essentially very, very
interested in how proactively the United States
will work to protect and
engage with its allies,”
Martin continued, “and
with NATO in particular because that’s seen
as a good indication
of whether or not they
would back Japan or
South Korea.”
It is worth noting that
unlike Japanese security
guarantees, the US has
not made strong security
assurances to Ukraine
beyond those reflecting
modern ideals that state
sovereignty and selfdetermination is paramount in international
law. However, the crisis
between Ukraine and
Russia and Putin’s territorial claim to Ukrainian
territory has an eerie regional similarity to Chinese claims on Taiwan.
“China claims that Taiwan is technically part
of its sovereignty,” Martin explained. “And the
stated position of the
People’s Republic of China is that Taiwan will reunify with China at some
point, by force, if necessary.”
The US has given explicit assurances to Taiwan that America would
go to war with China in
order to protect Taiwan.
According to Martin,
this security guarantee
has framed the war in
Ukraine.
“It is essentially seen
as almost a testing
ground for what would
happen if China were to
make claims on Taiwan
or try to invade Taiwan
militarily,” Martin said.
“The Ukrainian crisis
has been just a tragedy
on a bunch of different
levels. I think Japanese
leadership is probably
very reassured by what
they have seen in terms
of the international response to the invasion of
sovereign states; [from]
Germany building its
military
capabilities

[to] the Swiss breaking
their neutrality for the
first time in the modern era. I think that the
Japanese view that as a
good signal that if there
were to be some kind of
conflict in which China
sought things that they
didn’t have legal claim
to, that the international
community would come
together in the face of
that.”
Martin also addressed
the role China has played
in the spiraling Ukraine
crisis.
“The intelligence that
has come out of China
paints most policymakers in the Communist
Party as extremely surprised that this actually
happened,” Martin said.
“Xi and Putin released a
statement that was to the
effect of, nothing that we
do could affect our relationship with one another, which some people
think embolden Putin.”
This chain of events
has placed China in a
somewhat awkward position in which it is torn
between its relationship
with Russia and the primacy it places on state
sovereignty in its foreign
policy. Moreover, while
Martin belives that China
did not want to be seen as
fully aligned with Russia
and risk joining it as an
international pariah, the
Chinese do see NATO as
a threat in their quest to
build regional hegemony.
“On the one hand,
[China] needs it to be
okay for Russia to invade
Ukraine, so that it can be
okay for China to invade
Taiwan at some point,”
Martin explained. “They
need the international
community to not band
together against the invasion because that’s a really bad signal about how
Taiwan is likely to go. At
the same time, they can’t
legitimize the language
that Putin used either
because that would legitimize some of the claims
that the Americans make
about why they need to
intervene if Taiwan is attacked. So they are play-

ing a very delicate game.”
However, the nonEuropean impacts of the
Russia-Ukraine war have
not been limited to East
Asia. Professor of Government Laura Seay has
been analyzing the effects of the war in Africa,
particularly in terms of
food security.
“Both
Russia
and
Ukraine are major producers and exporters of
grains, of cooking oil,
and fertilizer,” Seay said.
“29% of global wheat exports come from Russia
and Ukraine.”
They are also responsible for 19% of global
corn exports, 80% of
global sunflower oil
exports (which is used
widely in Eastern and
Central African cooking) — 40% of the wheat
and corn that Russia and
Ukraine produce goes to
the Middle East and Africa. Given the significant
urbanization trend in
Africa, the disruption of
food supply like to be felt
during summer harvests
will be particularly acute
as over half the population of Africa lives in urban environments who

cannot produce their
own foodstuffs.
“People need a certain
minimum of calories to
survive,” Seay said. “Children need a certain minimum of calories to grow
and properly develop. If
you cut off even one or
two percent of calories
that are traded in the
world, it is going to have
profound impacts.”
According to Seay,
around 12% of global calories traded worldwide
originate in Russia and
Ukraine, setting the stage
for a profound global and
regional food crisis.
Lack of access to fertilizer will also likely be an
emerging issue. Russia
and Belarus are major
producers of fertilizer,
which African farmers
use to increase crop yield
and calories.
“If you take [fertilizer]
out of the equation, that
will reduce crop yields
on the African continent
and cause serious food
security, including in
places that are already
very food insecure,” Seay
said. “About one-in-ten
people worldwide don’t
have enough to eat in the

first place. And this could
significantly exacerbate
that problem.”
Despite the depth of
the potential food insecurity issue, news coverage
has been sparse on the
subject, focusing mainly
on the conflict itself. Seay
speculated that the immediacy of the Ukraine
crisis has obscured other
ways the war will impact
the world.
“This is something that
is going to become a huge
issue in the future,” Seay
said, “And I think that
the attention to it, unfortunately, will be pretty
delayed. Especially as
the summer crops start
to come in, if and when
farmers can’t harvest that
grain, that will be a massive challenge.”
As the war in Ukraine
continues to be waged,
the global and regional
impacts will be brought
into clearer focus. In this
age of globalization, the
effects will undoubtedly
spill across borders and
even continents, making
it essential to analyze the
war and its accompanying consequences from
all angles.

MADY HAND
Forty percent of Ukrainian wheat, like that from this field in southwest Ukraine, is sent to Africa.
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Recently hired administrators added to the Pugh Center
BY MAHIKA GUPTA
Features Reporter

The Pugh Center, located in the Student
Union, serves as a
multicultural hub on
Colby ’s campus. This
space is home to 16
student organizations
that function to provide a safe space for
students of marginalized communities.
These clubs put on
various cultural and
religiously aff iliated
events throughout the
year that are open

Walton-Trajkovski joined the
Pugh team as the
Associate Dean
and Director of
the Pugh Center after a long
career at Purdue
University, and
Arthenayake
joined as the
new Pugh Program Director.

to the general Colby
community and often encourage people
unaff iliated with the
Pugh Center to attend.
This year, the Pugh
Center hired two new
administrators: Kimberly (Kim) WaltonTrajkovski and Kyle
Arthenayake. WaltonTrajkovski joined the
Pugh team as the Associate Dean and Director of the Pugh
Center after a long
career at Purdue University, and Arthenayake joined as the new
Pugh Program Director.
“ There are three
prongs to what we
do
here,”
WaltonTrajkovski explained.
“One is to basically
maintain the physical space of the Pugh.
We want to make sure
that it’s a place where

students feel comfortable, where they
can relax and just be
themselves. Another
big piece for me, and
a piece that I love, is
the student development and engagement
piece. My primary role
is to provide resources and support to the
students who are aff iliated with the Pugh.
And then the third
part of my role here
is campus engagement, which means
multicultural
based
programming or programming around any
social justice issues
or any issues students
feel are valuable and
need to be discussed
on a campus wide basis.”
Arthenayake works
closely with WaltonTrajkovski .
“My job description
is to support what Kim
is doing in the Pugh
Center, but also work
with campus partners
to develop outward
facing programs for
the campus community as well as supporting the various
student clubs and organizations within the

“My job description is to support what Kim
is doing in the
Pugh Center, but
also work with
campus partners to develop
outward facing
programs as
well as supporting the various clubs and
organizations
within the Pugh
Center,” Arthenayake said.
Pugh Center, whether
that be helping out f i-

MAHIKA GUPTA
The Pugh Center is the College’s multicultural hub, serving as a safe space for marginalized communities on campus.

nancially, getting program supplies, getting
spaces reserved, or
connecting clubs with
the people they need
to be connected to,”
Arthenayake said.
The clubs within
the Pugh Center are
encouraged to collaborate with each
other for both cultural and community
engagement
events.
Walton-Trajkovski and
Arthenayake are encouraged by the crossclub collaboration but
expressed room for
improvement.
“While the collaboration is great between
groups, I’d like to see
more of it,” WaltonTrajkovski said. “As
far as support though,
my feeling is that
when there is an event
by a group, there’s a
lot of support from
the other groups. So
even if they don’t have
a direct collaboration
with that particular
group, I like that the
groups support each
other’s initiatives.”
Arthenayake
expressed similar senti-

ments and provides
input on why the
amount of collaboration between clubs
has experienced trouble rising.
“I think a lot of people want to collabo rate,” he said. “ They
want to do so much
collaboration and I
believe that just being at Colby, the rigors of academics are
a limit in some ways,
and I think so many of
our students are like,
banging on the door
ready to have this
like, amazing collaboration, and something
I love about Kim’s and
my job is that we are
there to unlock that
door in cer tain ways.”
Wa l t o n -T r a j k o v s ki and Ar thenayake
have received a lot
of suppor t in Pugh
programming
from
Campus
Life
and
ot h er campu s organizat ions. However,
w it hin t he larger Col by commu n it y, t h ey
have perceived some
at t it udes
t owards
t he Pugh Cent er t hat
need to be addressed.

“ W hat I want p eo pl e t o s e e i s wh a t
I s e e,” Wa l t o n -Tra-

WaltonTrajkovski and
Arthenayake
hope to continue their great
work to support culbs and
organizations
within the
Pugh Center, to
facilitate more
intra-Pugh collaboration, and
to foster the
inclusion of
the Pugh Center within the
rest of the College’s culture.
j ko vsk i e xpla i n e d . “I
s e e am a z i n g s t ud e nt s
wh o wo rk h ard eve r y s i n gl e day. A n d

s o m e t i m e s,
t h a t ’s
on ly rec ogn iz ed wit hin the conf ines of
t he Pugh c ent er, so I
want t h e C ol by c am pu s a t large t o re co g n i z e t h a t t h e s e are
Colby st ud ent s. They
are t a l e nt e d , t h ey are
am a z i n g , t h ey b r i n g a
l ot o f c rea t iv i t y, t h ey
b r i n g a l ot o f l i fe t o
C ol by i n ge n e ra l . I
want p e opl e t o u n d e rs t an d an d re c o g n i z e
t h a t . I want t h e re s t
o f t h e c ampu s wh o
m ight n ot b e f am iliar
wit h t he Pugh Cent er,
wh o m ay h ave a n e gat ive c o n n ot a t i o n o f
‘P ugh s t ud e nt s ’ . . . t o
re c o g n i z e aga i n t h a t
t hese are Colby st ud e nt s an d t h ey h ave a
l ot t o o f fe r.”
Wa l t o n -T r a j k o v s ki and Ar thenayake
hope to continue their
great work to suppor t
the clubs and organizations within the
Pugh Center, to facilitate more intra-Pugh
collaboration, and to
foster the inclusion
of the Pugh Center
within the rest of the
College’s culture.

SUSTAINABILITY

Facing flooding:
The importance of global construction initiatives
BY ADRIAN VISSCHER
Columnist

Last week, the White
House announced the
imminent
dangers
that climate change
poses on the United
States’ future. The
White House predicted that by the end of
the century, the U.S.
could have to spend
$2 trillion annually
to mitigate the impacts of increasingly intense droughts,
floods, wildf ires, and

The White
House predicts
that by the end
of the century, the U.S.
could have to
spend $2 trillion annually
to mitigate the
impacts of increasingly intense droughts,
floods, wildfires, and
other disasters.

other disasters.
This news is particularly daunting, but in
order to combat these
disasters, large scale
construction projects
continue to pop up

across the world.
I have a personal interest in the work that
is being done to protect cities from rising sea levels. These
large-scale
projects
combine
creativity
and scientif ic analysis and provide a safeguard
for
growing
cities. In particular,
current flood mitigation efforts in Denmark and China are
fascinating.
In
2015,
China
found itself in a diff icult situation. Large
scale urbanization encroached on swamps
and forests. These
ecosystems used to
serve as natural drainage systems for rain
storms but eventually
were
appropriated
for the construction
of towns and cities.
In 2020, the effects
of these actions were
evident when over
two months 400 rivers flooded in China,
impacting 50 million
people.
However,
legislators found a solution
with the creation of
sponge cities, which
are meant to soak up,
store, and then release water that would
have otherwise flooded populated areas. To
accomplish this, both
gray and green infrastructure have to be
effectively employed.
Examples of gray infrastructure
include
water treatment systems and dams, while
green infrastructure
involves
utilizing
trees and vegetation
to control water cycles.

Usually when employed in China, this
process produces a
park that is quite aesthetically
pleasing.
For instance, the city
of Chongqing constructed
wetlands
and walking paths

However, legislators found
a solution with
the creation
of sponge cities, which are
meant to soak
up, store, and
then release
water that
would have
otherwise
flooded populated areas.

bordering the river.
The wetlands, also
home to native flora,
are accompanied by
a control center that
monitors water flow
and can predict storm
surges.
In Denmark, rising
sea levels and flooding will pose similar
threats in the near future. Taking preemptive action, the capital
city of Copenhagen is
undertaking a $3 billion project to create
an offshore island.
Known as Lynetteholmen, it is meant
to act as a dam and

also house the city’s
quickly growing population.
Lynetteholmen will
be
constructed
in
two phases. The f irst
stage will create the
perimeter for the island, which will act
as a flooding barrier,
and is expected to be
f inished in two years.
The second will be
focused on ensuring
Lynetteholmen
can
be habitable and is
planned to be completely f inished by
2070.
In China and in
Denmark, these large
projects are exciting
because of both their
flooding
protection
and economic stimu-

lation. Fur thermore,
as
floods
become
more intense and sea
level rise increases,
other cities will be
able to learn from
past successes and
failures.
For
example,
in
Denmark, many are
concerned about the
social
implications
of a project of such
a size. Large quantities of sand and dir t
have to be shipped to
Copenhagen to f ill in
the island, and social
activists fear that Lynetteholmen
won’t
provide ample affordable housing.
The outcome of this
project, whether positively or negatively,

will inform future
climate resilience effor ts.
It is impor tant to remember that the construction of climate
infrastructure is a
long process that has
to evolve along with
the issues themselves.
Across
the
globe
many other construction initiatives are
under way, unique to
the place they are being built. It is crucial
that governments and
communities focus on
long term solutions.
As cities continue to
f ill up with people,
we will have to ensure that they are not
f illed with water as
well.

BASILE MORIN
Floods, like this one in Laos, will become more frequent and severe as climate change intensifies.
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“You’re Speaking My Language” event provides
an hour of ekphrasis in the Colby Museum of Art
BY JENNA BOLING
A&E Repor ter

For anyone learning
a foreign language,
f inding
an
actual
space to practice one’s
speaking skills in a realworld setting can be
challenging, especially
for those that aren’t
the most conf ident in
their abilities to make
conversation
with
native speakers.
Typically, when faced
with a situation where
t wo people might not
know each other all
that well, especially
in another language,
establishing common
ground could be an
excellent f irst step.
Designed to connect
and build community
among
learners
of
and native speakers of
Arabic and Spanish,
the
Colby
College
Museum of Ar t hosted
the “You’re Speaking
My Language” event on
Thursday, April 14 at 4
p.m. to give students a
comfor table space to
practice while bonding
over the different ar t
on display.
Lined with a lovely
array of food and
beverages,
the
ar t
museum
entrance
ser ved as a welcoming
meeting
place
for
par ticipants
of
the
event to star t the
planned
activities
for the evening. On a
nearby tray table, the
materials
for
three
different
activities

were laid out with
descriptions of what
each entailed.
Members
of
the
museum staff led each
of the three groups into
separate exhibits to
take inspiration from
one of the works and
create an ar tistic piece
of one’s own. When
f inished,
everyone
had the oppor tunity to
share their creations
in the chosen language
of study.
Though
some
students
were
not
thrilled
with
the
outcome
of
their
inspired
piece,
the
shared
process
of
creating in silence and
then conversing about
the product of each
person’s work created
a beautiful moment
of
unity
among
par ticipants. There was
almost a collective sigh
of relief when some
students
expressed
their inability to create
ar t that resembled the
museum
painting,
allowing
students
to connect with one
another in a foreign
language.
Following the main
drawing activity in “ The
Poetics of Atmosphere”
exhibit, group leaders
asked par ticipants to
choose a Spanish word
inspired by one of
the works on display
and when they were
f inished, to create a
poem as a group from
the words.
The room f illed with

laughter as students
scrambled to assemble
the words in a logical
way to create a poem
and even more so when
one student provided
the
group
with
a
dramatic reading of
the f inal product.
Since
all
of
the
words that the group
members
came
up
with
were
nouns
in reference to the
at mosphere, t he poem
read as more of a
jumbled assor tment of
random words, making
for a humorous shift in
the afternoon.
Through the group’s
great effor t to tr y to
create a collaborative
poem,
the
activity
provided
event
par ticipants with a
shared experience to
converse about and
have fun get ting to
know
one
another,
which is what learning
a language is all about.
Language
is
the
very thing that brings
people together and
allows us to form
connections as human
beings, so to take
one’s foreign language
studies
outside
the
classroom can be a lifealtering
experience
even in small ways, like
in assembling a poem
and laughing at how
ridiculous it sounds.
One Spanish faculty
member,
Professor
Charlie Hankin who
invited his different
Spanish sections to the
event, was very pleased

JENNA BOLING

Multilingual discussion at this event was based around visual description and artistic practice, as in this sketch.

to see such a great
turnout at the event.
“I was ver y plea s e d
to see many stud e nt s
from my Spanish cla s s
here speaking Span ish
t oget her and meet in g
each other from ot h e r
sections,” he said.
For
Hankin,
the
event did a great j ob
of selecting diffe re nt
ways of using ar t as t h e
b asis for performin g
rhetorical
exerc i se s
while let t ing st ud e nt s
have the oppor tu n i t y
to
speak
in
their
chosen language o f
study.
“I think it ’s rea l ly
int erest ing t o m ove
bet ween
diffe re nt
mediums
to
th i n k

a b ou t
wh a t
i m age
evoke s i n wo rd s o r
t o d raw a d i f fe re nt
i m age i n sp i re d by t h a t
i m age, an d t h e s e are
all version s of what
are c a l l ed ekphra si s,
wh i ch I f i n d ve r y
int erest in g, an d t hen ,
d oin g it in foreign
lan g u age s
adds
a
wh ol e ot h e r s o r t o f
el e m e nt o f t h a t k i n d o f
t ran sla t i o n ,”
Han k i n
said.
Ac c o rd i n g
to
a
UC h i c ago.e du
d ef in it ion , t he word
ekph ra s i s
refe rs
to
t h e G re ek n ot i o n o f
re c rea t i o n , i n wo rd s
o f a wo rk o f ar t . It
p e r fe c t ly
c apt u re s
t h e s t r uc t u re o f t h e

a c t iv i t i e s t h e s t ud e nt s
got t o p e r fo r m i n
an ot h e r
lan g u age
as the term often
describes
i nt e n s e
an d d et a i l ed verb a l
rep re se nt a t i o n s
of
ar t wo rk .
O ve ra l l , t h e n i ght
of fered a really in
d ept h
e xpl o ra t i o n
o f ar t an d wo rd s by
c reat in g a c om mu n it y
f re e
of
lan g u age
b ar r i e rs.
T h e C ol by C ol l e ge
Museum of Ar t hosts
“ You’re Sp ea k i n g My
L an g u age ”
sessions
an nu a l ly, s o i f you
m issed t he event t his
year, i t ’s n ot t o o la t e
t o ch e ck i t ou t i n t h e
fu t u re.

Aruna D’Souza’s discussion
dissects empathy and art
B Y M OLLY G EORGE
A&E Editor

ZOEY LATOUR

“Choose or Die” review
B Y TANVI I VER
A&E Reporter

Imag ine a v ideo ga me
sudden ly
becom ing
your rea l it y a nd t a k ing
over your l i fe. T hat is
what Net f l i x ’s newest
hor ror f i l m is a l l a bout.
Relea sed on Apr i l
15, “C hoose or Die”
revolves
a round
a
1980 ’s v ideo ga me w it h
a supposed $125,0 0 0
w in n ing
pr i ze
up
for g ra bs. However,
each level of t h is
ga me — a s t he t it le
ex pla ins it — cont a ins
a scena r io where t he
player must choose
or d ie. T he concept
it sel f is interest ing
because it h it s t hemes
of 1980 ’s v ideo ga me
nost a lg ia, dystopia a nd
cur rent
tech nolog y
t rend s.
Add it iona l ly,
Hol ly wood
hor ror
legend Rober t Eng lund,
most wel l k now n for
play ing Freddy K r uger
in “Nig ht ma re on E l m
St reet,” ha s a role in
t h is f i l m, ma k ing it a
prom ising watch.
Actor Performance:
6/10
Individually,
each
character is portrayed
extremely well. Iola
Evans, as a newcomer
to the screen, does a
fantastic job at playing
the
main
character
Kayla. She plays the
college dropout, who is
desperate for some fast
cash, incredibly well.
Asa Butterfield also
does a great job at
portraying the nerdy
computer guy, Isaac,
who is deeply in love
with Kayla. However,
the chemistry between

them was incredibly
lackluster.
While it was very clear
that Isaac’s feelings
for
Kayla
are
not
reciprocated, it almost
feels as though Kayla
didn’t care about him
at all. Isaac is always
throwing f lirty banter
that Kayla shoots down
immediately. I think
the dynamic between
the two of them could
have been significantly
better, and this would
have
added
another
dimension to the story.
Plot: 5/10
The beginning of this
movie is quite stellar. It
sets up this dystopian
society incredibly well
and really draws you into
this 1980’s video game
nostalgia era. Moreover,
it slowly builds to the
horror, and this allows
the storyline to shine
through, something a lot
of horror movies lack.
However, around the
halfway mark, it begins
to lose this and goes
slightly off the rails.
Additionally, the plot
starts to build on the
idea that the video game
has a mind of its own,
and it also introduces
the origin story of
the video game, both
of which defeat the
mystique behind the
game itself.
Considering
that
this movie is based on
a video game, I also
think it would have
been the perfect way
for Netf lix to do a take
two of “Bandersnatch,”
where they allow the
viewers to choose which
direction
the
movie

takes. This would have
not only kept the viewer
incredibly engaged, but
it also makes complete
sense with the storyline.
I think it also would
have saved the poor plot
line toward the end.
Writer Creativity: 5/10
Overall, the writing
is strong. The dialogue
works well and keeps
the audience engaged
without being too over
the top. However, I
thought it was quite tame
for the horror genre. I
think the writing relied
heavily on the gore in
each scene to convey
horror and fear.
Moreover, there was
only one jump scare,
which definitely could
have
been
utilized
in
multiple
scenes.
Additionally,
towards
the end, the story
seemed to get a little
lazy as though they
were trying to finish
the movie as fast as they
could, which was not the
most enjoyable.

Writer
and
scholar
Aruna
D’Souza,
who
resists the title of art
historian for theoretical
reasons, presented new
ideas for the James M.
Carpenter Lecture, and
her visit in particular was
rescheduled from 2020.
The Olin lecture room was
filled with a smattering
of art history enthusiasts
for the event on Monday,
April 11 at 5:00 p.m.
Professor Daniel Harkett
introduced the speaker,
whose talk was called
“Towards a Solidarity Not
Dependent on Knowing.”
D’Souza’s lecture was
about
cultivating
empathy in a world of
division over pandemics
and
politics,
using
artistic
demonstrations
(including
popular
books and contested art
installations) of when “not
knowing” leads to a better
shared
understanding
of cultural ideals. Early
in the talk, she defined
empathy as a sense of
understanding
another
person, or wanting to
understand, and framed
several
examples
of
contemporary artists who
help fill in an “empathy
deficit,” which is a
collective responsibility.
The
foundational
concept
D’Souza
challenged
at
the
beginning of the lecture
involves
political
and
institutional
solidarity
on major human rights
topics without a required
understanding
of
the
ideas these institutions
perpetuate.
D’Souza
cited religious texts as an

example of ideological
words to achieve something
through speaking the same
language.
In
contrast
with The Bible, D’Souza
brought
up
“Sea
of
Poppies” by Amitav Ghosh,
emphasizing the message
that people can float on a
sea of language and gain
a partial understanding
that is more effective than
meticulously translating
every word. Similarly,
D’Souza emphasized that
Edward Said’s writing on
diaspora and humanity
agrees that many voices
and
cross-cultural
understandings are the
goal.
D’Souza called herself
a historian and a sort of
expert on impressionist
and
post-impressionist
art, and said her approach
to art history engages
“looking at things in the
world and trying to make
sense of it through art.”
Simone Leigh was one
of many examples D’Souza
employed of art that does
not require explanation
for those who do not
understand it. Art that
does not necessarily apply
to institutional values
has not always been as
accepted in museums
and academic settings
as it is now, according to
D’Souza. She reiterated
that a complete level of
concrete understanding
is rarely necessary for
solidarity through art.
Art
history
major
Sally Kashala `23 was in
attendance and said, “the
talk had a critic’s touch
and approach.”
D’Souza is an awardwinning art journalist and
consistent contributor to
many arts publications,

including The New York
Times and Frieze, and
currently works as a fellow
at the Center for Advanced
Studies in Visual Arts.
“It was commendable
how she strung her
thoughts together with
evidence and presented
them to us,” Kashala said
after the lecture. “The
connections were really
well thought out and
well placed, and I am
still thinking about the
conclusion.”
D’Souza
answered
questions after her lecture
ended with a message of
unity across diversity of
language,
background,
and disciplines. While
her focus tends to be
visual culture in academic
settings, her presentation
featured references to
relatable
media
and
content.
D’Souza’s career led her
from a tenured position
as a professor at SUNY
to a successful career in
freelance writing, and
art
criticism
became
her area of expertise.
She has published books
on Cezanne and Degas,
and has written essays
on topics from “why
impressionists
never
painted a department
store” to “what we want
from museums these
days.”
Her multiple career
changes
and
radical
rethinking of the subject
of art history, even in
choosing not to name
it as her area of study,
is evidence of her idea
that pursuing questions
that do not make sense
institutionally can lead to
the greatest discoveries in
art.

Horror films usually
walk a thin line where
they
can
be
quite
fantastic or start to
fall into all the cliques.
Unfortunately, this film
leans towards the latter,
and this is just okay.
Perhaps I had too high
expectations going into
it, but in the end, it was
quite a let down. If you
are looking for an easy
watch to pass the time,
then maybe consider
this film. Otherwise,
you are really not
missing out on much by
not watching it.
Overall Rating: 5/10

MOLLY GEORGE

Faculty and students of the Art History Department and the Colby College Museum of Art gathered in Olin.
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Talking politics: from “debate maniac” to Opinions Reporter
BY CONRAD WEN

Opinions Reporter
I hate talking about
politics. Well, it’s more of
a love-hate relationship.
I love debating and the
feeling of adrenaline it
brings. I still remember
a particular
debate
from
my
sophomore
year of high school:
my partner and I were
able to come back from

the lowest ranking to
finishing second place
in
the
tournament.
The competitions were
burdensome, involving
research, writing scripts,
and practicing with my
partner—but, we enjoyed
the process. My debate
coach and parents were
very encouraging, and
I think that was how we
earned second place.
I was once called a

ZOEY LATOUR

‘debate maniac.’ I argue
with everyone about
everything, as simple as
a comparison between
cats and dogs, and as
complex
as economic
policies. When I was still
very involved in debate,
I did not care about
which side I was on. I
loved being the devil’s
advocate and arguing for
the opposite side. There
were,
however,
two
things that I cared about:
winning and taking a
side. I viewed hesitant
people as pliable, as if
they do not think for
themselves. In fact, isn’t
remaining neutral also
taking a side? However, at
that point, I was certain
that neutral ground was
just a fantasy.
My passion for debate
died in the summer
of 2019. I watched the
protests in Hong Kong
gradually escalate from
peaceful demonstrations

to violent confrontations.
My uncle living in
Hong Kong was injured
badly, but thankfully,
he was taken care of in
a timely manner that
saved his life. This time,
I firmly supported the
Hong Kongers. I traced
back to the start of the
protest, proving that it
wasn’t an independence
movement.
The
peaceful
demonstrations
were
omitted from Chinese
news reports, and the
violence was in fact
started by the Hong Kong
police.
But, I could not
convince myself of the
cause behind the violence
that was directed against
my uncle. Then, I started
losing
the
debates.
Perhaps I have never
treated anything more
serious than defending
the Hong Kongers since
I truly cared for their

right to protest and their
freedom. What I faced
was ambiguous. The
antinomies of action
crushed my will: I will
for the freedom of Hong
Kong people! Yes, indeed,
I will kill all those that
are in opposition! I, for
the first time, adopted a
neutral position.
COVID-19, that is
the winter of 2019 into
spring of 2020 meant
lockdowns and economic
depression. Then, in
2021, the trampling of
Uyghurs’ human rights
occurred,
and
then,
in spring of 2022 the
Russian-Ukraine
war
continues. I have tried
to avoid world events.
I locked myself in the
ivory tower, repeating
to myself again and
again that those are
not my concern; some
responsible leader will
take care of those. But,
this news sneaks in, even

in meme posts!
Lately, the COVID-19
outbreak in Shanghai has
been severe. People are
starving at their homes
because they are under
mandatory quarantine,
and the supplies are
running short. This kind
of bad news is always
hard to hear, but it makes
me feel responsible, like
I should do something.
This is why I hate
talking about politics. I
want to help. I hesitate
to help because I am well
aware that my words
have consequences. By
witnessing human rights
crises, I worry that I
am directly
depriving
people of their freedom.
As I write about these
difficult
topics
and
form a representation of
other peoples’ realities,
I feel responsible for
the killing, the starving,
and the freedom of these
people.

Campus architecuture’s traditional charm
BY MOLLY GEORGE

A&E and Opinions Editor
Monday,
Apr.
18
campus was flooded with
admitted students of the
prospective Class of 2026.
The views visitors focus
on always remind me
to pay attention to the
beautiful place where I
go to school, even if busy
days only allow a glance
at the hilly landscape
you can see from Miller
steps. Groups of current
and prospective students
(and
their
parents)
seemed impressed with
the aesthetic look of the
campus. A popular notion
of
the
quintessential
college campus includes
brick buildings scattered
across a nice green setting
with big trees here and
there.
Colby’s
architecture
resembles many colleges
small colleges across New
England, but specifically

matches a few. Architect
Jens
Fredrick
Larson
designed
several
campuses
Georgian
architecture adds onto
Greek tradition, notable
in the pillars on buildings
such as Miller and
Lovejoy. Wake Forest has
a quad that very closely
resembles Miller Lawn,
but the hilly geography
makes it different.
Officially named Colby
College in 1899, previously
called Maine Literary and
Theological
Institution
and Waterville College,
several identifying factors
have been around longer
than the name. When
the College was founded
in 1813 it was located in
downtown Waterville, and
remained in town for a
few decades. Then in 1929
the trustees passed a vote
to move the campus from
downtown Waterville, and
the town granted Colby
the land on Mayflower Hill

in 1930. The construction
of the hill campus that
remains and the move to
this new campus started
in 1937 and was not
completed until 1952. The
year some buildings were
constructed is surprising
given their image as
traditional
educational
buildings.
The move, in the midst
of World War II and the
surrounding
historical
events, applies to the
Colonial Revival Style
harkens back to the years
of the college’s foundation,
even though remaining
structures
were
built
much later. Waterville
has a rich history, but
Colby’s campus relates it
to institutions outside of
the College.
When
the
campus
moved to Mayflower Hill,
the location became a part
of the campus, which was
designated a state wildlife
management area in 1953,

and shortly after that the
Perkins Arboretum was
dedicated. The natural
environment is a signature
feature of the campus,
and new buildings, as
much as if not more than
the museum, built in
1973 with a renovation
and pavilion addition in
2013. Though additions,
rennovations,
and
new constructions are
constant on campus, the
building style remains
cohesive
because
of
strong
architectural
standards.
There is a sense of
place that does not
translate across states or
campuses, and the hill
sets our campus apart.
The green doors and
white trim along with
the green spaces and
geographic
landscape
make
our
campus
unique, despite its ties
to traditional college
architecture.

MOLLY GEORGE

Many views across campus include concrete paths to brick buildings.

The dumpster fire of Lia Thomas commentary
B Y J OHNATHON
M C C ARTNEY
Columnist

Dogs bark, cats meow,
and pigs oink. Humans
are different: people
speak. People articulate
different
sounds
that
convey complex meaning.
Fortunately, sometimes
these sounds contain
valuable
insight
and
make the world a better
place for all. But, people
often say things that are
worth no more than a
meow or an oink. And
sometimes people say
things that are netnegative in value - think a
yapping chihuahua.
Recently, Lia Thomas,
a transgender swimmer
at the University of
Pennsylvania,
became
the hottest topic in the
never-ending
culture
wars. As Thomas carved
a spot out for herself in
the women’s swimming
record books, millions of
poor souls were subject
to incessant barking
from opposing sides of
the issue.
Naturally,
different
groups
adopted
different stances on the
controversy. Naturally,
some of these stances
were
problematic.
Radical social justice
types
insisted
that
Thomas did not have
meaningful
biological
differences
compared
to her competition, and
some conservatives used
unnecessarily
harsh
and
anti-transgender
rhetoric. Both of these
messages would have
been better left in
the cloudy depths of
propagandists’ minds.
Frankly, much can
be said about the first
argument, but not much
needs to be. The amount
of scientific knowledge
which
undoubtedly
ref lects the idea that
Thomas is on a different
biological playing field
than her competition is
vast. But only a small
number of points need to
be made to sufficiently
dismantle these gender
theorists’ biology.
At
the
level
of
individual comparison,
there are gobs of women
who
possess
greater
tangible athleticism than
a lot of men. However, at
the extremes of human
athletic capability, the
best men are decidedly

stronger, faster, bigger,
etc. than the best women.
But, that does not even
matter in the discussion
about Thomas. She is
simply different.
Lia spent about the
first 20 years of her life
(her precise age is not
public) with the bodily
functions of a biological
male.
This
includes
a male puberty. Her
bone density, skeletal
structure, height, muscle
mass
development,
and virtually all other
physical characteristics
were inf luenced by her
two decades spent with
biologically male body
chemistry.
The argument does not
even need to veer into
the territory of whether
or not her biological
characteristics
were
advantageous. The fact
of the matter is that
she is developmentally
different from biological
females. A few years of
hormone therapy cannot
transform a person into
the biological equivalent
of a different sex.
This does not mean
that Thomas did not work
hard like other athletes,
or did not sacrifice to
improve at her sport.
This does not serve to
discount her investment
into her athletic career.
It
only
recognizes
that biological sex is
considered an important
factor in deciding what
people compete against
each other in sports, and
that Thomas does not
fit seamlessly into the
female category.
Why is this ultraprogressive
rhetoric
problematic?
It
is
so
plainly
ludicrous
that
it
delegitimizes
progressive stances that
can actually hold water.
Right or wrong, it pollutes
the general perception
of liberals’ rationality
when some are willing to
make these claims which
can only be properly
understood as delusional
or disingenuous.
The radical liberals are
not the only ones who
make fools of themselves.
Consider this article title
from The Federalist:
“Male Transjacking Will
Ultimately End Women’s
Sports.”
This
is
only
one
example,
but
more
broadly, the unnecessarily
cruel
delivery
in

some
conservative
commentary
is
destructive. Regrettably,
rather than precisely
deconstructing
the
flawed logic of Thomas’s
ardent supporters, some
respondents choose to
manufacture transphobic
paranoia about a threat
of corruption of women’s
sports by cunning males.
To make two things
clear, any suggestion that
it may become common
for men to lightheartedly
decide to try to transfer
into women’s sports for
a perceived “easy win”
is ill-founded and also
devalues the genuine
personal
strife
that
transgender
people
endure in sorting out
their identity.
As is made clear by the
significant backlash in
Thomas’s singular case,
it would not be culturally
permissible
for
a
widespread “invasion” of
women’s sports to occur.
These suggestions are
dramatic,
unrealistic,
and depend on a fear
of trans people to take
hold.
It is not a decision that
people take lightly to
significantly intervene
with
their
natural
endocrine
system.
People who decide to
drastically alter their
hormone chemistry for
a gender transition have
almost certainly put
immense thought into
the endeavor and are not
impulsively choosing to
do so for an opportunity
to test their skill in
women’s sport.
This idea undercuts
the
authenticity
of
transgender
people’s
struggles.
The
hypothetical suggestion
that any remotely sane
person might undertake
a life-altering transition
to try to dominate in
women’s sport degrades
the significance of the
gender-transition decision
in real people’s lives.
So called “common
sense”
implies
that
a
rational
intuition
is a robust force in
most people’s thought
processes.
Common
sense
might
suggest
that this is not actually
the case. But hopefully
most would agree that
both basic science and
a respect for others are
important and can exist
simultaneously.
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Colby Men’s and Women’s Tennis comes out on top during busy week
BY WILL BEDINGFIELD
Sports Editor

Colby Men’s Tennis
faced bot h Bowdoin
a nd Bates t his week on
Apr il 14 a nd Apr il 16,
respect ively. Traveling to Br unsw ick for
t he f irst matchup, t he
Mules looked to capita lize on w inning moment um from domina nt v ictor ies over
Tr init y College a nd
Connect icut
College
t he week pr ior. The
Polar Bears, however,
proved to be tougher
opponents, as indicated by t heir No. 9 ra nk
compared to Colby ’s
No. 24 posit ion.
Fa lling shor t early on in t he doubles
matches, f irst st r ing
Joey Bar ret t ’24 a nd
Ja ke Cohen ’25 lost 8-3
to Bowdoin’s f irst doubles. The young pa ir
were outclassed by
older opponents, but
t hey were not a lone in
t heir defeat.
In second doubles,
Capta in Ma x Schuerma nn ’22 a nd Sa m
Henr y ’24 fell to Bowdoin’s second doubles
in a t ight 8- 6 scoreline. To round out t he
doubles matches a nd
prov ide a glimmer of
hope for a Colby comeback, Ja n Wenger ’23
a nd Ja mes Bogda nov ic
’25 beat Bowdoin t hird
doubles 8- 6.
Colby Men’s Tennis was a ble to split
singles matches w it h
Bowdoin, but could
not overcome t he one
ga me score difference from t he doubles
matchups.
Wenger
took
on
Bowdoin’s
f irst singles opponent
a nd fa iled to car r y t he
moment um of his dou-

bles v ictor y, fa lling
6 -3 in bot h sets of t he
match.
Second a nd t hird
singles prov ided Colby w it h a pa ir of w ins
t hat brought t he w in
count to a n even 3 -3
scoreline.
Bar ret t
a nd Cohen prov ided
t hose t wo v ictor ies,
prov iding a spark of
fresh life to compete
aga inst t he higherra nked Bowdoin tea m.
In
four t h
singles,
Schuer ma nn was a ble
to secure a domina nt
v ictor y of 6 -2 a nd 6 - 4
sets over his Bowdoin
counter pa r t.
Wit h
t he
match
count 4 -3 in Colby ’s
favor, t he nex t t wo
matches would determine t he evening ’s
result. Henr y, outplayed, fell to Bowdoin’s player 6 -1 a nd
6 -3, so t he result ca me
dow n to a f ina l match
in t he si x t h singles.
Ben Pow is ’23, in
his f irst match of t he
day, split sets w it h his
Bowdoin
opponent.
W hile t he f irst t wo
sets were played out
6 -1 a nd 4 - 6, t he f ina l
set would deter mine
t he fate of Colby ’s t r ip
to Br unsw ick. Pow is,
sad ly lost 6 -3 in t he
f ina l set a nd Bowdoin
would w in 5 - 4 on t he
day.
Wit h a cha nce at
redempt ion,
Colby
Men’s Tennis t raveled
dow n to Lew iston to
ta ke on t he Bates Bob cats. Aga in, Colby fell
early in t he doubles
rounds, as Bar ret t a nd
Cohen fell to Bates’s
f irst
doubles
pa ir.
Henr y a nd Schuerma nn, pa ired up aga in
in second doubles,
defeated t heir oppo-

nents in a conf ident
8-5 set. Wit h w ins mirror ing at 1-1, Wenger
a nd Bogda nov ic lost
to Bates’ t hird doubles
8-5 to round off t he
doubles sets 2-1 Bates.
Singles was a cha nce
for Colby not only to
come back, but send
a message to Bates.
Wenger took on a
st rong Bates’ f irst singles opponent a nd fell
6 -2 a nd 6 - 4 in his sets
to ma ke t he cumulat ive score 3 -1 Bates.
Colby Men’s Tennis,
t hen, went on a tear.
Bar ret t dominated his
second singles’ opponent w it h 6 -2 a nd 6 - 4
set v ictor ies. In t hird
singles, Cohen took
his opponent to 3 sets
a nd ca me out on top
to t ie t he cumulat ive
score at t hree a ll.
Wit h moment um on
t heir side, Colby kept
t heir foot on t he gas.
Schuer ma nn defeated
his opponent ha ndily
w it h a 6 - 4 a nd shutout
6 - 0 set in four t h singles. Wit h Bates’ top
players out of t he way
- a nd nearly a ll defeated, Henr y a nd Pow is
clea ned up t he rema ining Bobcats w it h
domina nt sets to give
t he Mules a resounding v ictor y overa ll.
Colby Women’s Tennis only had one match
aga inst Bates t his past
week, but looked to
capita lize on t heir
successf ul season, a lready w it h 8 w ins to
3 loses a nd a 3 -1 NES C AC record.
Hit t ing Bates hard
early on, Colby took
a ll
t hree
doubles
points. In f irst doubles, duo Carly Lev it z
’22 a nd Lindsey Herna ndez ’22 beat dow n

Bates’ players in a
single 8- 4 set. Second
doubles of Sa m R iorda n ’24 a nd Sydney
La ndau ’24 cont inued
Colby ’s domina nt r un
w it h a n 8-3 v ictor y. To
round out t he doubles
matches in Colby ’s favor, Ca leigh McCla in
’23 a nd Caroline K it t le
’25 took dow n Bates’
t hird doubles players
8-2.
Wit h a ll t he moment um going t heir way,
Colby Women’s Tennis cont inued to brea k
dow n Bates’ would-be
compet itors.
Lev it z
took what should have
been Bates’ st rongest
singles player in f irst
singles, but ended up
w it h t wo domina nt set

w ins of 6 -2 a nd 6 -3.
Second a nd t hird
singles
beca me
a
slight w in for a wea k
Bates
opposit ion.
R iorda n fought hard,
ta k ing her f irst set to
7- 6 w it h a t hree point
over t ime before slipping into a 6 -1 defeat
to ha nd Bates a point.
La ndau, a lso bat t ling
hard aga inst a st rong
opponent,
dropped
bot h sets 6 -2 to give
Bates a not her point,
br inging a nd br ing t he
tota l scoreline to 4 -2.
Colby, hav ing saved
Her na ndez for four t h
singles aga inst a not her
tough
oppo nent, scored a t hree
set v ictor y to sw ing
t he moment um back

in Colby ’s favor. Wit h
a 5 -2 lead, K it t le a nd
Kat her ine Dougher t y
’22 bot h had solid v ictor ies over t heir opponents to lock in a 7-2
w in aga inst a n importa nt div isiona l opponent a nd r iva l.
Nex t up, Colby Women’s Tennis w ill hit t he
road to ta ke on Bowdoin College a nd Tuf ts
Universit y in importa nt matches to keep
t heir w inning moment um. Colby Men’s Tennis w ill look to ma inta in t heir w inning
ways aga inst Tuf ts a nd
Wesleya n Universit ies
in t he near f ut ure, t wo
of four ga mes before
t he upcoming NESC AC
Cha mpionship.

COLBY ATHLETICS
Lindsey Hernandez ’22 whips back a Bates served as she went on to lead the Mules to victory.

Scores of the Week
Tuesday 4/12
Baseball
vs. UMaine
Farmington
at UMaine Farmington
Win
25-3

Wednesday 4/13
Baseball
vs. USM
at Home
Loss
4 - 14

Wesdnesday 4/13
Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Bowdoin College
at Home
Win
15-7

Wednesday 4/13
Men’s Lacrosse
vs. Bowdoin College
at Home
Loss
9-20

Thursday 4/14
Men’s Tennis
vs. Bowdoin College
at Bowdoin
Loss
4-5

Friday 4/15
Baseball
vs. Bates College
at Bates
Win
15-4

Friday 4/15
Softball
vs. Tufts University
at Home
Win
3-0

Friday 4/15
Softball
vs. Tufts University
at Home
Loss
2-7

Saturday 4/16
Women’s Lacrosse
vs. Middlebury College
at Middlebury
Loss
5-13

Saturday 4/16
Men’s Lacrosse
vs. Middlebury College
at Home
Loss
10-18

Forum

SUDOKU
1 3 2 5 4
4 5
1
3
6
2 3 4
5
8 6
2 5 3
3
2 7 9 4
2
5 4 3
9 4
6 7
1
2
3
4
8 7

Pen to Paper
Are you a writer? A novelist? A poet?
A flash fiction author?
Submit your writing to The Colby
Echo to be featured in our weekly
Pen to Paper features column!
We accept all kinds of writing and
all subject matter. Length should be
under 1200 words, if possible.
Email any and all submissions to
colbyecho1877@gmail.com. Pieces
can be submitted anonymously if
desired.
This is your chance to show Colby
your writing skills!
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Six games on the diamond for Colby Athletics

BY JULIAN CANGIETERHERNANDEZ
Sports Reporter

Friday and Saturday, April 15 and 16,
featured a series of
baseball and softball
games. Colby Softball
went toe to toe with
the Tufts Jumbos, taking one game of their
three
game
series.
Colby Baseball swept
their series with the
Bates Bobcats, winning all three of their
games.
Hosting the whole
series, Softball began
play with a Friday afternoon double header. The Tuft Jumbos
had been undefeated
since 2006 against the
Mules, but they were
shutout on the f irst
game of the day. Colby
jumped out to an early 2-0 lead in the f irst
inning and defended
well after that.
Red-hot Abby Orso
’24 dominated on the
mound, striking out
eleven batters while
only
allowing
one
hit.
Amanda Cabral
’23, Chloe Wilcox ’24,
and Hannah Masterson ’24 all pulled in
runs, while Jackie Hill
’23 had two RBIs. The
Mules won 3-0, the
f irst of Colby’s shutout
over the Jumbos since
the NESCAC started
conference play in
2001.
In the second game,
the Jumbos bounced
back, and the Mules
fell 2-7. Sam Ahlholm
’23 pitched a strong
seven
inning
and
struck out f ive batters,
but the Tufts offense
was too much. Tufts

took control in the
early innings with runners on base and continued to put pressure
on the Mules defense
all throughout. In the
f ifth and sixth innings
the Mules played extremely well on the
mound and at bat, but
their efforts weren’t
enough. The Jumbos

Colby pitching
was fantastic on
the day. Julian
Erro ’23 got the
win, pitching
a spectacular
five innings. He
allowed three
earned runs
on seven hits.
played with discipline,
high
intensity
and
used their energy to
propel them to victory.
The Mules fell in the
third game as well.
Both teams got off to
a slow start with slow
with no run discord
until the sixth inning
where
the
Jumbos
scored two runs. The
Mules had four hits
in the game, two from
Morgan Fusco ’25, and
one hit a piece for Cabral and Hill. Orso’s
solid play earned her
a 1.64 run average on
the season, ranked
fourth in the NESCAC.
Colby Softball plays
again on Monday, April
18, for another double
header against the

University of Southern Maine in Portland,
Maine at 3:00 p.m. and
5:00 p.m.
Colby
Baseball
opened their series on
the road against rivals
Bates, winning big,
15-4. The Mules were
focused and looking
to avenge themselves
after their last loss
against the University
of Southern Maine in
only f ive innings.
Colby pitching was
fantastic on the day.
Julian Erro ’23 got the
win, pitching a spectacular f ive innings.
He
allowed
three
earned runs on seven
hits. Ryan Grecco ’25
pitched three shutout innings, allowing
only four hits. And, f inally, Howell Eglin ’23
pitched an inning, allowing one run on one
hit.
At the bat, Cabot Maher ’22 led the team in
hits with three, scoring three runs and batting in another. Clint
Flippo ’25, Patrick McConnel ’24, and Charlie Furlong ’23 all had
two hits and contributed greatly on offense.
The Mules were on
f ire in the third and
seventh innings, combining for nine of their
f ifteen runs in these
outings.
Riding on the momentum from Friday’s
win, Colby Baseball
hosted the next two
games as a double
header,
completing
the three game streak.
Jack Bohrer ’25 got the
start and the win in the
f irst game, improving
to 3-1 in his college career. Jack pitched four

shutout innings and
allowed only one hit.
John Doyle ’22 closed
out the last three innings of the game, allowing no hits or runs.
The Mules held the
Bobcats to one hit in
the entire game. Colby
scored nine runs on
ten hits and nine RBIs.
Right f ielder Marcus
Forrester ’24 led the
team in hits with three
in four at bats.
The last game of the
series was a low scoring contest. Nicholas Thompson ’24 got
the start and the win,
improving to 2-1 on
the year. Thompson
pitched seven innings,
not allowing Bates batters to get into rhythm.
He only gave up a run
on three hits.
This
time,
Brady
O’Brien ’24 led the
team in hits with
three, while also batting in two runs. The
remaining three hits
of six for the Mules
came from Patrick McConnell ’24, Forrester,
and Matthew Panker
’23. Forrester had an
RBI as well. Compared
to the other games in
the series, this win
was credited to the
Mules defense. They
held Bates to their
lowest score and the
offense did enough to
close the deal.
Colby continues their
strong season improving to 16-6, 7-1 at home
while Bates falls to
2-15 on the road.
Colby Baseball plays
next when they travel
to Orono, Maine to
take on the University
of Maine on Tuesday,
April 19 at 5:00 p.m.

COLBY ATHLETICS
Holding down first base No. 9, Payton Crowley ’24 beats a Tufts runner.

Devastator of the week

Colby Men’s Crew travelled to Worcester, MA to take on Worcester Polytechnic Institute and others..

Sport:

Will Bedingfield `22

Men’s Rugby
Hometown:
Ardsley, NY
BY WILL BEDINGFIELD
Sports Editor

Colby Women’s Track and Field competed in the University of Connecticut’s Northeast Classi this weekend.

Brady O’Brien ’24 and Nicholas Thompson ’24 strategize a winning pitch to aschew Bates’s homerun ambitions.
COLBY ATHLETICS

This week’s Devastator of the Week is William Bedingfield of
the Men’s Rugby team:
a leader on and off
the field. During the
past fall season, he led
the team on tries and
played in every game,
starting in all but the
first. This senior bodysmasher plays a gritty
form of rugby, ordinarily unique to the
pub leagues of Ireland,
picked up after a few
too many guinnesses,
or with an especially
large Tongan- skillful,
brutal, and ever-entertaining.
Despite never holding an off icial leadership position in the
club, the “people’s
champion” decided to
play 20 minutes in his
farewell
scrimmage
appearance. A proper
sendoff for the battered veteran. Colby
Men’s Rugby took on
a
conjoined
Bates
and UMaine Farmington force in a spring
scrimmage to keep
every gears oiled up
and everyone’s heads
screwed on straight.
Bedingf ield came in
20 minutes into the
scrimmage for his
farewell.
After
missing
a
tackle imme diately,
Bedingf ield buckled
in and took a few hits,
carrying the ball successfully and landing

crucial tackles. His
devastating play came
around his tenth minute of action when,
off a missed pass
intended for Oliver
Lawrence ’23J, Bedingf ield took the broken play into his own
hands.
Immediately cutting
up field with the ball
around the football
field’s 50 yard mark,
Bedingfield threw a
disgusting fake and
sent the first defender
on skates with his full
body turned from the
dangerous ball carrier. Sprinting past
his hoodwinked opponent,
Bedingfield
broke through the first
line of defense and
was rapidly approaching Bates’s fullback.
With no plans of being denied a try, rugby’s form of a touchdown,
Bedingfield
stiff-armed the physically inferior defender
and continued on his
run. With another defender in pursuit, cutting him off from the
endzone, Bedingfield
cut inside while stiffarming the chaser,
leaving him turned
around and hopeless.
With only ten yards to
the endzone, Bedingfield rose his hands in
gladiatorial
celebration before diving to
touch the ball down
and finalize the score.
Having run over 50
yards through multiple
defenders, Bedingfield

took the opportunity
to hang up his cleats
and substitute in fresh
legs, officially ending
his Colby rugby career
in spectacular fashion.
Bedingfield
took
some time with The
Colby Echo to discuss
his
season
performance.
The
Colby
Echo
(Echo): Do you feel
like you gain power
from your beard? How
has your gameplay
changed since growing
it?
Will
Bedingf ield
(WB): Unequivocally
yes. It’s made me faster, meaner, grumpier,
and most of all more
elusive. I recommend
all
my
teammates
grow what they can,
and fast, the season is
coming up.
Echo: Do you have any
advice for younger or
future rugby players
who wear glasses and
cannot manage putting
contacts in?
WB: Firstly, I understand
the
struggle
and I myself wear
both glasses and contacts. It wasn’t always
easy to put them in.
If you can, get yourself sports goggles.
They look hard and
make you dangerous,
most leagues don’t allow them because they
can mess up would-be
tacklers. Other than
that learn how to stomach contacts.

